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Saturday morning, 31 July, 2004, at 10 a.m., the
Feast of Saint Ignatius of Loyola, marked a
unique occasion in Belize: the first ordination of

a permanent deacon.  Donald F. Kostecki, was ordained
by His Lordship Dorick Wright, Auxiliary Bishop of
Belize City & Belmopan.

Master of Ceremonies for the Ordination Mass was
Father James Foley, recently appointed pastor of Sacred
Heart Parish.  Other clergy present were Fathers Kevin
Hederman, associate pastor, Anthony Siebert, former
parish administrator, Edward Gallagher, most recent
former pastor, Marcos Jimenez, parochial vicar for the
Spanish-speaking missions of Sacred Heart Parish, and
several other priests: Jesuits from Belize City and
members of the SOLT community in Benque Viejo del
Carmen.  Also present were the three other permanent
deacons now serving in Belize: Alwin Lambey from
Dangriga, and Cal Cathers and Victor Rosado from
Benque Viejo.

Parishioners from Sacred Heart Parish volunteered for
the choir.  They were led by Azenette Figueroa-Kostecki,
Don’s wife, and were accompanied by two guitarists
from the parish.  Readers for the Mass were Mrs.
Lourdes Espat-Hales of San Ignacio and John
Henderson, of Topeka, Kansas, a long-time friend and
co-worker of the new deacon.  Gift bearers chosen by
Deacon Don were representatives of his extended Belize
family: Edith Bejos-Mena the daughter of Don’s host
mother when he served in Belize as a Papal Volunteer
in the mid-1960’s; Mrs. Paulita Reyes-Bedran, maid of
honor at the wedding of Don and Azenette in 1968;
Carlos Habet, close friend of Don and first cousin of

Azenette; and Orlando Espat, President of the San
Ignacio Chapter of the Full Gospel Businessmen’s
Fellowship, and a close associate of Don since he arrived
in Belize in 2001 to complete his formation as a diaconal
candidate.  Ushers too were selected to represent facets
of Don’s ministry activities in San Ignacio, past, present
and future:  Amir Zaiden, a former student of Don’s,
Elias Awe, a co-member of the diocesan Faith and Justice
Commission, Damaso Chun, parish sacristan, and
Magdaleno Garcia, long-time usher in the parish.

Deacon Victor Rosado called the candidate deacon from
the congregation, and Deacon Cal Cathers proclaimed
the Gospel for the day and vested the new deacon after
Bishop Wright laid hands upon Don—the sacramental
sign of ordination.

In his homily and instruction to the faithful gathered
for the occasion, Bishop Wright noted that the permanent
diaconate is one form of special service to the Church.

First Permanent Lay Deacon Ordained for the Diocese of Belize
at Sacred Heart Church in San Ignacio, Cayo
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He challenged the assembled congregation to encourage
and foster vocations, not just to the diaconate, but also
to the priesthood and religious life.  He reminded them
that Belize must find its future priests, deacons and
vowed religious from among Belizeans, and not expect
them to come from other countries.

In his first remarks as an ordained clergyman, Deacon
Don gave special thanks to those who helped him discern
and follow his call to service as a permanent deacon,
most notably Bishop O.P. Martin.  He then recalled a
statement made by a pastor he had once heard speak on
the subject of evangelization.  The pastor noted that
shepherds don’t make sheep, sheep make sheep!  Don
also referred to the functions of a deacon as spelled out
in official Church directives and highlighted what he
felt was his particular calling: to foster and aid the lay
apostolate.  In more common terms, to help all who call
themselves Catholic Christians to recognize their own
particular gifts and talents and encourage them to share
those gifts and talents in ways that build up the Church,
the People of God.  In short, everyone has a vocation, a
unique calling from God, to do their part to build up the
Church, the Body of Christ on Earth.

The sanctuary of the church was colorfully decorated
with local flowers and plants donated for the occasion
and arranged by parish volunteers.  After the ordination
mass, those in attendance were served a lunch prepared
by ladies of the parish. Outdoor seating accommodations

were arranged amid painted artwork done by volunteers
Fr. Kevin Hederman had recruited for this and other
liturgical events.

Prior to his ordination, Mr. Kostecki was involved in
various parish and diocesan programs and activities.
Don is also a member of the diocesan Faith and Justice
Commission.  In addition to liturgical and sacramental
functions such as proclaiming the gospel and assisting
at Eucharistic celebrations, administering baptism,
witnessing marriages and presiding at funerals and burial
services, Deacon Don will be involved in coordination
and training of lay ministers, organizing parish renewal
programs, home visitations, and teaching at Sacred Heart
Junior College.__________________________________________________
Source: the Christian Herald Newspaper of September 2004,
Vol, 26 No. 1

Western Melody Marimba, 1963
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In April 1835, the Superintendent of Belize stated
that the most westerly point of occupation by British
woodcutters was 26 miles west of Garbutt Falls.

Garbutt Falls is located on the Mopan River or the
western branch of the Belize River. In 1856, Garbutt
Falls became the boundary between Belize and
Guatemala.

At that time the British woodcutters usually established
their camps in January and abandoned camps in June or
July when the floods came and they floated their logs
to Belize City. However, by 1839, the British
woodcutters had established a permanent settlement at
Duck Run (just east of present day San Ignacio). This
was the beginning of permanent settlements along the
upper reaches of the Belize River.

In 1852 Spanish speaking people from Peten, who came
to work as woodcutters, began to settle at Spanish
Lookout and by 1866 this place had become a thriving
village of about 70 families. One of the settlers, Mr.
Roberto Lunas had a sugar making business there.

The other important settlement was at Branch Mouth
where one Mr. Jose Maria Lopez from Peten, had a
distillery and also produced sugar.

After the boundary agreement between the British and
Guatemala, the British woodcutters began to consolidate

their land rights along the Belize River. This they did
by establishing what they called Mahogany Works or
Banks and which they agreed should be 3 miles of river
or any navigable stream front by 12 miles deep or
midway point between two rivers. These rights were
protected by law.

By 1865, the British woodcutters had consolidated their
land rights along all the major rivers of Belize. One of
these land rights was located between the Mopan River
or western branch and the Macal River or eastern branch
of the Belize or Old River and was called The Caye
Works or Bank or simply known as The Caye or El Cayo
in Spanish .

The Caye extended from the confluence of the two rivers
called Branch Mouth and ascending the Mopan River
at a place called Providencia. From Providencia it
extended in a straight line up to the Macal River, just a
little above the place called Brochin or Sandy Bay or
John Christmas. The Caye works belonged to one Mr.
August (There were two: Edgar Alexander and Frederick
August).

In 1865, a priest by the name of Fr. Eugene Biffi visited
the Mahogany camps along the Belize River, and
reported baptizing a child at the Caye camp. This priest
returned at the camp in 1866 and baptized another child.

Presented at the 18th Anniversary Ceremony
of the

OCTAVIA WAIGHT CENTRE
5th September 2004

Highlights of the History of El Cayo

Alfonso A. Tzul
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So by 1866, Spanish Lookout, Duck Run, Branch Mouth
and the Caye had permanent settlers. In that same year
hostilities between the British and the Mayas of San
Pedro broke out. In February 1867, the British burned
down San Pedro and the surrounding villages. The
Mayas retaliated by attacking and burning down all the
British camps from Society Hall up to Branch Mouth
including the Maya villages of Benque Viejo and
Succotz. In that year no woodcutting was undertaken.
The government surveyor Mr. J.H. Faber visited the area
and reported that all the camps were burned, abandoned
and in ruins.

In 1868 the British woodcutters re-established their
camps. Early in that year, Fr. Andrew Bavastro, a
Catholic priest visited the Caye and baptized a few
children. He returned in 1869 and in 1870 he established
a small chapel at the Caye and dedicated it to San Ignacio
and so the Caye came to be known as San Ignacio, and
it soon became a thriving village.

Shortly after San Ignacio was founded, the British
encouraged settlers to come and live there, because they
envisioned the creation of a new district with San Ignacio
as the capital. This vision was consummated in January
1881 when the Cayo district was created and San Ignacio
became the capital. Thereafter the development of the
capital and the district gathered momentum:

→ September 1882 – the first District Magistrate was
appointed.

→ October 1882 – Government Pitpan appointed to
leave the Cayo for Belize on the 10th and Belize for
the Cayo on the 18th of every month.

→ Rates for passengers and freight were established.

Thereafter, new enterprising families came to live at
San Ignacio. It was around this time that the new owners
of the Caye works; Messrs Samuel, John Oliver and
Joseph Waight came here and their descendants are still
here today.

The natural resources of the district: Mahogany and
chicle provided the basis for the development of the
capital and the entire district. Consequently, 34 years
after The Caye was named San Ignacio, that humble
camp first became a bustling village and then on October
19th 1904 it was declared a town.

Between 1907 to 1913 the chicle industry was very
prominent in the growth and development of the town.
Sadly, that era also came to be known as the Wild West.
Many hard working people including 2 policemen lost
their lives due to the extreme violence and lawlessness
which prevailed. Fortunately, from then on, peace and
progress has prevailed right up to the present.

The Mahogany and Chicle are no more, agriculture and
other industries have taken their place. New challenges
have appeared and the pioneer endeavor continues.

Some years ago, a need to care for the elderly of Belize
became evident. Consequently, the pioneering spirit of
the original settlers of San Ignacio also manifested itself
among their descendants, and so on the 5th of September
1986; the Octavia Waight Centre was established to
satisfy that need. Hopefully the new generation will
improve this endeavor because tomorrow they will be
in the elderly sector of society.

Today, the 18th Anniversary of the Octavia Waight Centre
and almost 100 years since San Ignacio became a town,
this event is taking place, no doubt, in an area where
huge Mahogany and Sapodilla trees once stood
majestically; the habitats of Jaguars, Pumas, Tapirs,
Deer, Peccary and Monkeys etcetera, along with the
Curassow, Qualm, Macaw Parrot and the Toucan. It is
delightful to imagine that all these animals and birds
will one day live peacefully with men and women, at
that time there will be no pain and sorrow, no blind, no
lame, no sickness, no old age. Only Jehovah God can
do that, the Bible assures that!
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in Belize. Therefore, enterprising men in El Cayo (San
Ignacio) began to explore the forest in the district with
a view of discovering areas thickly populated with
rubber trees that can be profitably tapped and exported.

Consequently at the turn of the twentieth century, hunters
were sent beyond the Mountain Pine Ridge, in the upper
reaches of the MACAL river to hunt for rubber trees.
These expeditions revealed that the forest in the upper
reaches of the MACAL River abounded not only with
Mahogany, Cedar, and Sapodilla trees but also with
thousands of birds and animals; and of course the hunters
found one area thickly populated with rubber trees.

With respect to the abundance of birds and animals in
the forest, here are two accounts as related by those who
took part in those expeditions.

“The forest abounded with birds such as Gualm,
Curasow, Macaw Parrots and many varieties of pigeons
and partridge. Every evening after work nine would go
about ten minutes walk away from the camp and I was
sure to bring back to camp a large bird or two partridges.
The forest also had antelope, peccary and thousands of
warree. Those warrees could be dangerous especially if
the drove numbers in the hundreds.

One evening I decided to go hunting for some meat.
About ten minutes walk away from the camp the scent
of warree filled the air. I paused to determine which
direction the scent was coming. Suddenly I heard the
barking of a dog nearby – I was unaware the dog at the
camp had followed me – and I swore to myself – darn
dog I should have tied him. In the middle of my thought
I heard the shrieking bark of the dog and the gnashing
of teeth and immediately the dog appeared heading
straight towards me with a drove of gnashing teeth
warrees behind him. In split seconds I was barely up a
tree when the gnashing teeth of about 100 warrees
passed under the tree chasing the dog. I heard the

DISCOVERY

When the early European explorers came to Central and
South America, they saw the native people playing with
small bouncing balls made from the latex of a tree
growing in the forest. They also learned that the natives
made water proof shoes from the latex – a milky white
juice – by spreading the latex on their feet and let it dry.
The natives also made water proof bottles by smothering
latex on a bottle shaped clay mold. They dried the latex
over a fire and then washed out the clay.

The South American natives called the tree CAU-UCHU
which means weeping wood. The French called the dried
latex CAOUTEHOUC, the French pronunciation of the
native name CAU-UCHU.

In 1990 the English chemist Joseph Prestley discovered
that the dried latex could be used as an eraser to rub out
pencil marks. From this used the name rubber was
adopted for the dried latex of the tree and the tree itself
became known as RUBBER TREE.

The best rubber, however, come from the rubber tree
that grows in the Amazon forest and it is called HEVA
brasiliensis. From these trees all the other rubber
plantations in other parts of the world were established.

In Mexico and Central America there is another tree
which produces less latex and it is called CASTILOA
elastica. This is the tree from which the natives made
round solid balls for their sacred games called POK A
POK and from which game the present foot ball game
developed.

ADVENTURE

In the late nineteenth century rubber tapping was a very
big industry in Brazil and as the world consumption of
rubber increased, interest in that industry also developed

History of Rubber Tapping
Cayo District

(How Chalillo Got It’s Name)

A.A. Tzul
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shrieking bark of the dog heading towards the direction
of camp. After the whole drove passed under the tree, I
came down the little tree with my knees knocking. I
had to search a wide area to find my gun which I had
dropped in my haste to climb the small tree. I thought
to myself that was surely a close call for the day. Well,
as for the dog, he returned to the camp the following
day and I suppose he had a close call too because from
that day on he wouldn’t leave the camp. The dog never
barked after warree again.”

“We determined to camp here…Hardly had our several
packs been deposited on the ground, when the cry
WARREE was raised and two other hunters went after
them…The dog began to bark and soon a snapping and
gnashing of teeth began the like of which I had never
heard before…I was beside a small tree and I knew that
when they pack and gnash their teeth they mean fight
and they are dangerous and the resort is to climb a tree
out of their reach. One poor fellow we heard of had
only time to get into a cohune tree but could not get out
of reach before he was surrounded by a pack of warree,
who made short work of his leg and he died the next
day.

One of the hunters fired away on my right, and shortly
after I heard the whole drove making through the bush
in my direction, and it was not long before I saw the
brutes heading down the side of a hill straight to where
I was standing. With two charges of buckshot I bowled
over a warree right and left, within twenty yards, which
staggered the rest for a moment and just gave me time
to get up the tree to save my life…but not before one of
the warree I shot brushed against my leg as it rolled
down the hill. The warree soon sound me out and
swarmed around the tree gnashing their teeth in a most
horrible manner. My gum was lying on the ground where
I had been obliged to leave it in my hurry to climb the
tree.”

This was the forest the rubber tappers and Arrieros
visited and lived in for about five years from 1906 to
1910. Unknown to them, their sojourn would leave an
indelible work in the history of Belize.

COLLECTING LATEX

The rubber trees were tapped in the same way sapodilla
trees were tapped. However, the latex was collected the
same day and it was not cooked. Rather, the latex was
dehydrated in the following manner: The rubber taper
makes a rectangular mold about 30 meters long by 14
meets wide by 12 meters deep in the ground. All the
day’s collection is poured out in the mold until it is filled
and then allowed to dry. After the latex is dried it
becomes solid. It is then taken out of the mold and the
dirt is washed off. The dried block is now ready for
transportation by mules.

The earliest available record indicates that the
production of rubber in Belize began in 1906 and ended
in 1910. During that period the rubber tapers camped
on the upper reaches of the Macal River where rubber
trees were plentiful. Arrieros and their mule packs of
about eight of nine mules, traveled the path from El
Cayo (San Ignacio) to the camps, taking in supplies and
taking out rubber blocks. No doubt the expeditions were
full of adventure all along the way.

RUBBER PRODUCTION

1906 - 22,108 lbs
1907 - 24,968 lbs
1908 - 27,862 lbs ($18,054.00)
1909 - 18,962 lbs
1910 - 16,835 lbs ($18,650.00)

TRAGEDY

The trip from El Cayo (San Ignacio) to the rubber camps
takes four days and the rout taken is as follows: DAY
ONE – The mule pack leaves El Cayo (San Ignacio)
early in the morning, it passes through San Antonio and
camps at Privacion. DAY TWO – The mule pack leaves
Privasión and camps at Augustine Pine Ridge known
as D’Silva Forest Station. The camp was called
Augustine at that time because the first person to ever
live there was Mr. Augustine Pinelo who was raising
some cattle there. DAY THREE – Augustine Pine Ridge
to the River Bank. DAY FOUR – From the river bank
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to the rubber camps. This was routine for about five
years.

One day in October 1909 Chalillo Pech and his mule
pack left El Cayo (San Ignacio) early in the morning en
route to the rubber camps. The mules were taking in
supplies for the rubber tappers and they would be
returning back with rubber blocks from the camps. In
San Antonio, Chalillo picked up a few men (rubber
tappers) and proceeded to Privasión where they camped
for the night. Privasión at that time was a Maya village
recently abandoned.

The custom of the Arrieros was to tie the lead mule and
all the other mules were allowed to roam freely to forage.
This was what Chalillo did at Privasión with the mules.

Early on the second day the assistant Arriero went to
bring in the mules and was unable to catch a particular
mule, so he reported the matter to Chalillo. Chalillo went
out with his casting rope to catch the mule and while
chasing the mule he stepped on a broken bottle and cut
his foot. The cut did not look serious so he decided to
continue the journey since he was riding one of the
mules. That day they camped at Augustine Pine Ridge.

On the third day Chalillo continued on the journey across
the Mountain Pine Ridge to the river bank where they
camped for the day. However, by that time Chalillo was
roasting with fever and his foot was extremely swollen.
So the other men decided to make some food for him
and they left him at the river bank, promising to be back
the following day.

On the fourth day the rest of the men crossed the river
and went to the rubber camps, leaving Chalillo behind.
On the fifth day, they returned to the river bank to see
how they might be of assistance to Chalillo. Alas!
Chalillo was still roasting with fever and his leg was
extremely swollen. That same day October 18, 1909
Chalillo Pech the Arriero died the same way a faithful
ship captain goes down in the sea with his ship.

The men decided that it would be impossible to bring
back the body to El Cayo (San Ignacio). So they decided
to bury Chalillo at the spot. Afterwards, they returned
to El Cayo (San Ignacio) to report the tragedy. The death
of Chalillo was reported and recorded on the 27th of
October 1909.

Thoughtful fellow workers decided to plant an avocado
tree and a lime tree on the site of the grave. From that
day onwards the site became known as the “CHALILLO
RIVER.” In the hay days of the Chicle Industry in the
1930’s to 1950’s, Chicleros en route to their chicle camps
deep in the forest always camped at Chalillo and they
enjoyed the fruits of the avocado trees and lime trees.

Hurricane Hattie in 1961 gave the chicle industry the
coup de grace and the memory of Chalillo faded.
However, in 2002 the word CHALILLO was revived
only this time it was not for the sake of rubber or chicle
but for the sake of electricity. After 95 years the memory
of Chalillo lives on, this time in relation to the DAM.
As for the old rubber camps, the maps of Belize still
bear the name RUBBER CAMP.

History is full of tragedies like this one.

Sacred Heart College square dance, 1963
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Printing

T he Board of Governors of the Octavia
Waight Centre celebrated two important
events recently. On the 29th of August, 2004

the Board held its 18th Annual General Meeting on the
open and beautiful grounds of the home. A special prayer
for the Centennial was delivered by Deacon Don
Kostecki. Guest Speaker for the occasion was Sister Elsa
Oliva who gave words of inspiration and encouragement
to those present and asked that we all lend our support
to the plight of the elderly and make them an integral
part of our society.

Elected to serve in the Board were: Josefina Chulin,
Carmita Lennan, Bernadette Fernandez, Claudette
Hulse, Rita Defour, Desol Waight, Sister Josella,
Clemente Cruz, Sharon Polack, Myrna Martinez and
Elias A. Awe. The new Board will serve for a period of
two years.

On the 5th of September yet another important activity
was held as the Octavia Waight observed her 18th year
of giving service to the elderly people of Belize. The
18th Anniversary was celebrated in conjunction with a
Senior Citizens Centennial Party on the eve of El Cayo’s
Centenary since receiving township status on 19 October

OCTAVIA WAIGHT CELEBRATES
18th ANNIVERSARY & CENTENNIAL PARTY!

Elias A. Awe

1904. We had
the honor, this
time, of having
the Hon. Sylvia
Flores, Minister
of Human
Development
deliver the key
note address.
Minister Flores
applauded the
efforts of the Board of Governors and congratulated the
members for doing an excellent job in providing quality
care for the elderly people of Belize. For his part, Mr.
Alfonso A. Tzul, our local historian, gave an interesting
synopsis of the History of El Cayo.

The Marimba, Linda Beliceña, from Benque Viejo del
Carmen provided good cultural music for the occasion.
Also, Miss Francia Ortiz, 13 years of age made her debut
with organ music and gospel songs. Some 300 persons
were invited for the occasion coming from Benque Viejo
del Carmen, San Ignacio and Santa Elena Towns. It was
yet another memorable occasion for the Octavia Waight
Centre.

Sponsored by: Mr. & Mrs. Victor Bejos & family


